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on the grasses and small plants of the Tundra vegetation.
About 68 per cent, of the Tundra is suitable for deer-pasture,
and of this 39 per cent, is considered to be suitable for winter
grazing, and the remainder for summer pasture. Over-
grazing has been the chief difficulty in the past. Lichens are
slow-growing plants, and once an area has been overgrazed
a period of ten years must elapse before the plants can fully
re-establish themselves. There is always a danger of animals
dying' from starvation during the winter, for lichens provide
the main item of food. The Soviet Government has established
a number of reindeer farms (see Fig. 19), and has organized
the native peoples into 'collectives,' instructing them in the
correct regulation of the use of pastures, the prevention of
fires which destroy plants and bushes during the summer,
and the laying in of stores of hay and bushes as supplementary
winter fodder, while the division of the pasture lands among
the collectives, after a survey by a botanical expedition, is
arranged in such a manner as to reduce to the minimum the
long journey which is often made from the winter settlement
to the summer feeding grounds.
Although agriculture is a recent innovation and is still of
small dimensions, the diet of the people is now being varied
to an increasing extent by the provision of vegetables and
meat from new state vegetable, pig, and poultry farms which
have been established in the north, chiefly near the new
industrial settlements. Hot-houses are used during the
winter, while advantage is taken of the long hours of daylight
during the summer. By utilizing special frost-resistant seeds,
even open field crops have been grown, although not yet on
a large scale. In the Ostyak Vogul National Area, within the
coniferous forest zone, potato yields of 10*77 rnetric tons per
acre have been obtained. At Kirovsk, in the Kola Peninsula,
the industrial workers in the new mining settlement are
supplied with meat and milk and vegetables from a local
farm (see p. 274).
The short summers and poor podsolized soils of the forests
provide difficulties for the extension of farming on a large
scale. But towards the south of the coniferous forest zone